
2010 Young Adult Friends Conference in Wichita  

Bearing Witness to the Word Among Us: Witness, Testimony, and Transformation  

Queries and Reading for Reflection  

Coming to the Conference  

What about the Conference has motivated me to attend?  

Do I feel God leading me in this direction?  

What are my expectations for the gathering?  

What do I think will be easy for me there? What will be difficult?  

What are my experiences of worship and fellowship with other kinds of Friends?  

Have I had negative experiences of, or held stereotypes about, other Friends or other Christian 

groups?  

What are some ways that I might be able to learn from others at the conference?  

Am I ready to have respectful dialogue with people who may believe very differently than I do, yet 

are still Friends?  

Within Us  

What is my testimony? How has the presence of God in my life changed me?  

Am I ready to have my current opinions, thoughts, habits, my very sense of self transformed by the 

Holy Spirit?  

Do I have a sense of the direction God has for me?  

What might I have to give up in order to follow God’s leading?  

Among us in the Body- both local and among Friends generally  

When have I experienced true, spiritual worship with Friends?  

What signs of life has God been raising up in my church/meeting?  

What chaff needs to be cleared away? What needs to change?  

How can we as young adults help Friends move forward?  

What is our hope for the future of Friends?  
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Among us in our communities  

How have we seen God at work in our communities, states, nations?  

How does the Good News change communities? How might Friends’ testimonies make a difference 

in the world?  

What does it mean to bear witness to the Truth we’ve experienced? How do we share that Truth 

with others?  

How do we live out God’s call for peace, justice, and mercy in a world often marked by violence, 

oppression, and indifference?  

The following are Bible verses that came up during the planning committee’s first meeting in 

Wichita in late 2009. We encourage reflection around these passages as preparation for the 

gathering.  

1 John 1:1-3  

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 

which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of 

life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, 

which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and 

heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and 

with his Son, Jesus Christ.  

John 1:14  

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 

One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

Ephesians 5:8-10  

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the 

fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the 

Lord.  

Matthew 5:14-16  

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and 

put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In 

the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 

Father in heaven.  
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John 17:20-23  

Jesus Prays for All Believers  

"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their        

message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also 

be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you 

gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to 

complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 

loved me.”  

Hebrews 12:1-2  

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 

that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked 

out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 

before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God.  

Luke 4:17-21  

The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is 

written: "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 

release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 

the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is    

fulfilled in your hearing."  

Romans 1:16-17  

I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who 

believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is      

revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will 

live by faith.”  

Micah 6:8  

He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly 

and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  


